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story-telling. It is to the real Chaucer's powers of
story-telling, though, that we owe the Host himself
and the Pilgrims and all the Canterbury Tales, which
are some of the best stories in English Literature.
Chaucer may have seemed to "stare upon the ground,"
but he missed nothing, and could see the funny side
of everyone, including himself. For humour, vigour,
and sheer enjoyment, there is nothing to equal the
Canterbury Tales, until we come to the great comic
scenes in Shakespeare: and both give us that under-
standing and enjoyment of ordinary, everyday English
character which is the richest part of our natural
heritage. We could meet and talk to Harry Bailly or
the Wife of Bath, as we could meet and talk to Fal-
staff or Justice Shallow, with an immediate recognition
of qualities which the passing of centuries has done
nothing to change.